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Her friends tried to protect her; but it is difficult
to fight against enemies who hide. They felt that
the best protection would be for the Academy of
Science to give her an open honour by making her
a member. It was her due, but no woman had
ever been a member. The liars redoubled their
efforts to prevent the election. They even went
the length of putting a false voting paper into the
hand of a blind man, her friend, so that he might
seem to oppose her. The Academy of Science, to
its lasting disgrace, rejected her by one vote.
Marie was terribly unhappy about the lies. For
a time she had to borrow her sister's name to
escape from her enemies. She was as open as the
day and this attack from the people who skulked
in darkness made her ill. It almost destroyed that
famous courage of hers, but not quite She was
very ill and in great pain. The surgeons said an
operation would save her from pain, but she told
them to wait till after she had attended the next
Physics Congress. Her courage was still there.
Then when she was still ill there came to her a
great decision to make. She was tired and wanted
not to have to think, but Poland had decided to
build a great laboratory of radio-activity at War-
saw, and invited her to be the head of it. How she
longed to accept! What an invitation it was! She
was told that Poland needed her, that her country
was growing discouraged and needed something
to make it believe in itself again.
But long years before Marie had decided that
greatly though she loved Poland, she loved Pierre